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Thank you for following along and printing my Easy Wall Art Ideas 

booklet. My goal with this booklet - and my blog in general - is to 

empower others to create a beautiful and meaningful environment. 

I know “things” are not what’s important in life but I also believe that trying

something new, continuing to learn, and developing our creativity are all

important factors that help make us happy and fulfilled. And surrounding 

ourselves with things that are meaningful is always good!

I think you’ll have a lot of fun trying these projects - and you may even

surprise yourself with what you can do. As you’ll see, I use a lot of the

same supplies and I try to keep costs low. This way we can keep creating!

Hopefully I’ve explained all the steps clearly. You can always email me 

or leave a comment on my blog if you have any questions or suggestions.

I would also LOVE to see any of your creations - send them along too!

Enjoy!
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ONE: Painted Cork Board

Cork boards are a great solution for kids rooms, an office space,
kitchen, or family command center. But a lot of them can be very
plain and boring or they can be fancy and expensive. I made this
one for a teenager’s bedroom and it really adds a sophisticated,
but fun element to the room. And he can add any personal items 
to make it more unique. You might not consider cork boards to be
artwork but once you follow these instructions, you’ll want to hang 
it proudly. Plus it’s useful!

MATERIALS:
• 22″ x 34″ wood-framed cork board, or any size you choose
• Multi-surface craft paint: white, denim blue and burnt orange
• Paint brush & ruler

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. I wanted to keep the design simple so I decided to paint stripes
across the board. You could really do any simple geometric pattern:
abstract triangles, diagonal stripes, diamonds – the painter’s tape
makes plotting your pattern super easy. I made my stripes each a
different height to add a little more interest. Be sure to use a ruler
and pencil so the stripes are even. Secure the tape firmly onto the
cork board. I wanted my stripes to continue onto the frame so 
I wrapped the tape around to the back. Be creative with your shapes!

2. Next I painted each stripe with two coats of paint.

3. When the paint was dry, I removed the tape and touched up any areas that needed it. The cork is very 
absorbent and the paint stayed along the tape lines nicely.

4. Cork boards usually come with two predrilled holes for hanging. But I wanted a more unique solution, so I 
decided to use eye bolts on each end of the board and hang it with twine from a single hook. To attach the eye
bolts, I used my drill to start a hole and then screwed the eye bolts each in by hand. Pliers helped secure them
tightly. I used regular twine cut to the length I wanted for hanging.

5. Then I attached a hook to the wall with anchors and screws and hung the twine from the hook. I also use 
3M Foam Mounting Tape to hold all my artwork in place.

For more information, visit:
http://www.grecodesigncompany.com/home-decor/easy-wall-art-ideas-chapter-one-painted-cork-board/



TWO: Watercolor Stripes

Watercolor is one of my favorite mediums and these stripes are
super easy to create. You don’t need to be a painter or even a little
bit creative. You just may need to buy a few supplies and follow 
my instructions. The supplies are reasonably priced and easy to
find – and maybe this could lead to your new hobby!?

MATERIALS:
• A basic watercolor paint set. I got mine at Michael’s for $5.99.
• Watercolor paper. There are three different types of watercolor

paper: hot press (smooth), cold press (beautiful texture) and
rough (self explanatory). I suggest cold press paper and you 
can buy a full pad or just a single sheet.

• A decent round paint brush.
• You’ll also need a frame. I had an old 8″x10″ wood one that fit

this look perfectly.

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Painting these stripes are pretty simple but I suggest trying this
technique out on a piece of scrap watercolor paper first. After you
get the hang of it, cut your watercolor paper to fit your frame. Then
get an idea of how many stripes you want – an odd number is 
always better in design. If you want to use a pencil, go very lightly
because it doesn’t erase well after you paint.

2. When painting these stripes, I used this basic technique: I simply soaked my brush in water and added just a
touch of paint. Then I brushed it across the paper. My brush had a lot of water on it – the paint pods were actually
filled with water. This helps create the soft, flowing effect of the paint. Then go back over your stripe with another
color or more of the same color. Watch the colors spread and blend together.

3. Continue painting your remaining stripes but don’t be too fussy with them. A little imperfection will only make this
piece more unique!

4. When the paint dries it will look a little different since all the water and color settles into the beautiful texture 
of the paper. Add a pretty frame – I loved the natural look of this wood one and it picks up some the colors in 
the stripes.

For more information, visit:
http://www.grecodesigncompany.com/diy/easy-wall-art-ideas-chapter-two-watercolor-stripes/



THREE: Ribbon Board

These colorful boards are a pretty way to hold useful items like 
tickets, photos, recipes, and invitations without push pins or 
magnets. Use your own fabric and ribbon to make this work for
your home (or dorm room!).

MATERIALS:
• A framed cork board – I found mine at Michael’s and it’s 17” x 23”
• Fabric – cut to be about 4” larger than your board around all

edges (check the discount tables!)
• Ribbon – I used a little over 8 yards to create my pattern
• Batting – I used the 6oz. mid-weight thickness and cut it to the

same size as my board
• Rounded tacks or decorative nails
• Scissors, ruler and a staple gun

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. First, place your batting on top of your cork board. Trim it to fit
and staple the batting to hold it in place.

2. Next, wrap your fabric around the batting and board and staple it
to the back of the cork board. For the corners, wrap the fabric like a
hospital bed sheet – tucking one side under and overlapping the
other. Be sure to pull the fabric tight as you go and staple it into the wood frame to be extra secure. 

3. Turn the board over and you’ll see how it has a nice soft, pillow-like top. Now you’ll need to attach the ribbon. 
I made a diamond pattern using a total of 14 pieces and I cut them all about 3” longer on each end to wrap around
the edges of the board. I attached the two longest pieces first that extended from corner to corner, making an 
X pattern. I wrapped this ribbon around the board and stapled it onto the wood frame on the back.

4. Next, I attached the four smaller pieces of ribbon, making a center diamond shape. I measured the center spot
on each of the sides and marked it lightly on my board. I continued to attach the remaining ribbon pieces so the 
diamonds were smaller and able to hold more items. Be sure to measure the center marks for each ribbon piece
and pull them tight when stapling. Staple each end into the wood frame in the back until you finish your pattern.

5. Once all your ribbon is attached, add your rounded thumb tacks or decorative nails where any of the ribbon
overlaps. This helps to hold any papers in place and it also makes the piece look pretty. I also added a dot of hot
glue under each tack and ribbon to hold it in place.

For more information, visit:
http://www.grecodesigncompany.com/organization/easy-wall-art-ideas-chapter-three-ribbon-board/



FOUR: Watercolor Type

In Chapter Two I showed you how to make watercolor stripes. 
Now we’re taking watercolor to the next level. It’s just as easy and 
I think the results are so cool. Choose a meaningful word, or even
a friend’s last name, and create some beautiful art by painting
AROUND the type. Words can be so powerful and have great
meaning and they look beautiful surrounded by the watercolor.

MATERIALS: (a lot of same stuff from Chapter Two)

• A basic watercolor paint set. I got mine at Michael’s for $5.99. 
• Watercolor paper. See Chapter Two for different options.
• A decent round paint brush
• A frame. I used a 16” x 20″ frame from Michael’s

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Print out your word or initial from your computer to the size
needed to fit your frame. Since my frame was larger than my
printer paper, I printed my word – family – out on 2 sheets and
taped them together. I used a font called FB Californian.

2. Next, you’ll need to trace your type onto your watercolor paper.
Cut your watercolor paper to fit your frame, then tape the computer
printout onto a window and carefully tape the watercolor paper over
it and center your type. The window lets the light in and makes the paper easy to see through. 

3. After you trace the outline of your type, I suggest you lightly erase most of the pencil marks so they’re even
lighter. Don’t erase them completely – you’ll need them as a guide - but it’s hard to erase them after you paint. 

4. Now it’s time to paint! Remember you’re painting AROUND the letters so they’re coming out of the watercolor.
You don’t need to be exact, if the edges of the letters aren’t perfect it adds to the soft watercolor look. I used this
basic technique: I simply soaked my brush in water and added just a touch of paint. Then I brushed it around the
type in a loose, free flowing style. My brush had a lot of water on it – the paint pods were actually filled with water.
Then go back and add more water and color around your letters. Watch the colors spread and blend together.

5. Keep painting until all your letters are surrounded with your beautiful painting. Let your creation dry completely.
You’ll notice that the paint and water will dry and settle nicely into the paper, creating a beautiful texture.

6. Add your frame and hang as you’d like! 

For more information, visit:
http://www.grecodesigncompany.com/watercolors/easy-wall-art-ideas-chapter-four-watercolor-type/



FIVE: Meaningful Quotes

Quotes, inspiring words and song verses can be very meaningful
and if you add a little personal touch, they make great art! 

MATERIALS:
• Frame - any size
• Computer for print out

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. First, you’ll need to find a good quote, inspiring words, or song
verse that’s meaningful to you. If you need inspiration, you might
find some good ideas on Pinterest (check out my inspiring words
board!) or do a general online search. It helps to know where your
art will be displayed so your quote is appropriate. If it’s going in a
girl’s room, a quote about empowerment might be good. Or a quote
about work would be perfect in a home office.

2. Next, Set up your file on your computer at a size to fit your
frame. An 8″ x 10″ size is a good standard size with standard
frames to fit – or add a matte and go for an 11″ x 14″ frame for it. 

3. Experiment with different fonts and colors until you get the look
you want. A few things you can consider when stylizing your type:

– Do you want it to be big and powerful and take up a lot of the paper or do you want it to be more 
delicate with a lot of white space?

– What’s the tone of your phrase? Is it silly, powerful, lighthearted, serious…? This will help determine 
the style font you select and how it appears on your page.

– Try mixing things up. Your quote doesn’t have to be centered, or the words don’t have to all be the 
same size or color. Try emphasizing important words.

– There’s a lot to consider the when it comes to creating art from typography but it’s not rocket science.
Have fun with it. This is a meaningful quote TO YOU. So make it how YOU like it.

– When selecting fonts, stick with a maximum of three different ones. And don’t distort them.

4. If you want more tips, go to my post (link below) for a graphic designer’s view on typography, spacing, and color.

5. When you get the look of your quote how you like it, print it out and add your frame. I use my own printer but 
you can also take your file to a local copy center like Staples or Kinkos and they’ll print it for you. They have nice,
heavier paper stocks to choose from so it’s usually worth the trip.

For more information, visit:
http://www.grecodesigncompany.com/diy/easy-wall-art-ideas-chapter-five-meaningful-quotes/
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SIX: Paint Chip Circles

Perfectly cut circles in fun coordinating colors makes some chic art
that looks expensive. Make a trip to your local paint store or home
supply store and gather up some paint chips in your favorite colors
and let’s get started! 

MATERIALS:
• Large 1-1/2″ hole punch – I found one at Michael’s.
• 30 paint chips. If the paint chips are large enough, you might not

need as many.
• Large piece of paper to fit your frame – I used an extra piece of

watercolor paper left over from Chapter 2 & 4 in this series.
• Frame & matte – I used a plexiglass 16″ x 20″ frame with a matte
• Mod Podge decoupage glue
• An old paint brush

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Use your hole punch and cut out a bunch of circles from your
paint chips. Since the hole punch is 1-1/2″ in diameter, be sure
your paint chips have plenty of clear space so the circles won’t
have any logos or writing on them. We found the Behr paint chips
at Home Depot were plenty big.

2. Measure where your circles will go on your paper. For this size matte and frame, the circles worked best set up
as 5 across and 6 down. Place the matte on top of your paper and draw a faint outline of where this sits. Then
measure 3/4″ in from the left and right edges and 1-1/4″ in from the top and bottom edges and drew another faint
border. This is where you’ll start placing the circles.

3. Next, make small marks along each edge indicating where each circle should go. I allowed 3/8″ for the spacing
between each circle and I drew faint lines connecting all these little hash marks. This will make it so easy to line
up the circles when glueing them on.

4. Next, “paint” the Mod Podge glue onto the back of each circle and stick them on the paper according to your
measurements. Arrange the colors however you like - there’s no rules for this. I like the look of having a lot of the
same color family (the teal blues) an then mix in a few punches of color (orange, olive green). 

5. When glueing the color chips down, be sure to hold each one down until it’s secure. After all your circles are in
place and the glue has dried, erase your pencil marks, add your matte and frame and hang!

For more information, visit:
http://www.grecodesigncompany.com/diy/easy-wall-art-ideas-chapter-six-paint-chip-circle-art/



SEVEN: Vintage-style Map

Maps are a fun solution for adding art to your walls because they’re
graphic, colorful and can have a lot of sentimental value. Plus
they’re educational!! I have a whole wall of maps hanging in our
family playroom. But you can hang maps really in any room of your
home: a kid’s bedroom, an office, family room or entryway. 

MATERIALS:
• An oversized map – I bought my map at Staples for $8.99. I love

the large size – 50″ x 32″. It’s colorful without being too childish.
• 20” x 30” white poster board, enough pieces to use as backing. 
• Two wood pieces, 1″ x 2″, and the length of each should be 

3″ longer than the length of your map – A home improvement
store can cut the pieces for you.

• Two eye bolts
• Twine
• Wood stain
• Super 77 spray adhesive, hot glue, drill, tape measure, duct tape

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. First, since I bought this map rolled, I needed to unroll it and 
flatten it out a bit. I just placed it on my dining room table and put
heavy magazines and books on top. 

2. Next, I added a backing to the map to make it more durable. I found the best option was to buy 3 sheets of
white poster board and tape them together with white duct tape. The poster board wasn’t too thick but the map is
a little more sturdy. I used a spray adhesive to attach the map to the poster boards. I trimmed off any excess
poster board, leaving a little extra at the top and bottom for attaching the wood pieces.

3. Stain the pieces of wood your desired color. I used a pecan stain I had left over from a previous project. Let dry.

4. Using your hot glue, attach the wood pieces to the map – one on the top and one on the bottom. I left a little
over 1″ of the wood longer on each edge of the map to add to the vintage style.

5. Now attach the eye bolts into the top piece of wood for hanging – one on each end. I used my drill to start a
hole and then screwed the eye bolts each in by hand. I used pliers towards the end to secure tightly.

6. Tie your twine into each eyelet and hang!

For more information, visit:
http://www.grecodesigncompany.com/diy/easy-wall-art-ideas-chapter-seven-vintage-style-map/



EIGHT: Cut Paper Initial

Add some colorful, unique personalization to your walls. This cut
paper initial is perfect for hanging in an entryway, personalizing a
kid’s bedroom, or making a statement in a dorm room. Or you can
be crazy like me and create a whole wall of your initial. 

MATERIALS:
• Paper in different colors and patterns – scrapbook 

papers or old cards work great for this
• Larger paper that will be used as the background
• Mod Podge glue & a glue stick
• Scissors or an X-acto knife, & ruler

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Cut the scrapbook paper into triangles. I did this by cutting 
1″ squares and then I cut the squares into 4 triangles (like an X). 
I used a total of 48 triangles in 6 different colors/patterns. Your
amount might be a little different depending on the size and 
thickness of your letter.

2. Print out your initial from your computer in the size you want 
and as an outline. Turn the paper over and trace the outline of the
initial onto the back. This will serve as a guide when you cut the 
letter out at the end.

3. Flip the paper over so the initial is reading the correct way. With your glue stick, attach the triangles so that they
fill the initial shape. I recommend glueing the triangles so that they go outside the lines too. You don’t have to be
too precise because you’ll be trimming the initial at the end.

4. When all the areas of your initial are filled with the paper triangles, paint a coat of the decoupage glue over the
entire initial to seal the paper pieces.

5. When the glue is dry, turn the paper over to the back side and trim the initial out along the lines you traced on
the back.

6. There are several options of what you could do with your cut paper initial. I glued my “G” onto a piece of ivory
paper and framed it. You could also punch a hole in it and hang it like an ornament… or tape it on the wall with
washi tape.

For more information, visit:
http://www.grecodesigncompany.com/artwork/easy-wall-art-ideas-series-chapter-eight-cut-paper-initial/



NINE: Herringbone Art

The herringbone pattern got it’s name because the arrangement of
rectangles are suppose to resemble the bones of a fish such as a
herring. This pattern is everywhere – scarves, jackets, dishes,
home decor, jewelry. I thought a painted canvas was a great way to
add this trendy-but-classic herringbone pattern to your home. I’ve
seen similar paintings at Pottery Barn and Wayfair for hundreds of
dollars but you can have your own version for a fraction of the cost.

MATERIALS:
• Stretched canvas – you can find these at any art supply store. 

Or use an old painting and paint over it. My canvas is 40″ x 30″.
• Acrylic paints - choose a dominant background color, plus about 

5 additional colors. I mostly used Liquitex Acrylic paints.
• Paint brush
• Painter’s tape 1-1/2″ wide
• Ruler

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Paint your canvas with your background color. This will be the
color that works as the lines between all the rectangles. I used an
interior paint for this! Add a second coat if needed and let it dry.

2. Add the painters tape for the vertical lines. I just measured the center point for the first piece and then 
measured the center point on each side for the other two pieces.

3. Next, you’ll need to place tape for the rectangles. I didn’t use any particular measurements, I just tried to keep
the tape at the same angles. Start with the right side then go to the next row and angle the tape in the opposite 
direction. Just be sure the top of the tape on the right side lines up with the top of the tape on it’s matching piece
on the left side. Use a ruler as a guide if you’re unsure. Continue so that all angles are done. 

4. Start painting the rectangles with your dominant color. I painted this color on almost every other rectangle. 
Then add the additional colors, making sure they balance well. Add a second coat of paint if needed.

5. After the paint is completely dry, peel the tape off and touch up any areas that may have bled through.

6. Since I love the vintage look, I lightly sanded the entire piece with 100 grit sandpaper. Hang your canvas and
admire your amazing work!

For more information, visit:
http://www.grecodesigncompany.com/painting/easy-wall-art-ideas-chapter-nine-herringbone-art/



TEN: Ombre Torn Paper

Ombre is actually a French term meaning shaded. And it’s 
described as the gradual blending of one color to another, usually
from light to dark. This trend has been sticking around and it shows
up everywhere – in artwork, clothing, home decor and even hair
color! It’s such a pretty visual and I thought all those beautiful
scrapbook papers would be perfect for this project.

MATERIALS:
• Scrapbook papers – I used a total of 6 pieces. You can get them

at any art supply store like Michael’s, usually under $1 each.
• Frame – I went with a plexi glass frame that was 12″ x 18″.
• Background paper to fit your frame. I used the insert paper that

came with the frame.
• Super 77 Spray Adhesive

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. When selecting your scrapbook papers, you’ll need to find 
colors and patterns that are in the same color hue but gradually 
get darker. Most of the papers I chose had different patterns and
finishes and I think this made the piece a little more interesting.
One had a metallic finish and another had a wrinkled texture.

2. Once you have your papers in the order from light to dark, Take the lightest – or top sheet – and attach it to the
top of the background paper using the spray adhesive. 

3. Now it’s time to tear your remaining papers! This is really easy to do and it doesn’t need to be perfect or
straight. The only tip I have is to tear the part of the paper that will be discarded AWAY from you or BEHIND the
part of the paper that you will be using. This way the torn white edge won’t appear on the final pieces – only on
the discarded pieces. It looks cleaner this way and the ombre, or color gradation, would be more gradual.

4. Repeat tearing the papers and attaching them to your art until it’s complete. Be sure to continue from light to
dark and keep the torn edges at the top. I had originally planned on placing each sheet of torn paper equal 
distances apart but then it looked a little too boring to me. So I just placed them in different distances from each
other as the gradation got darker. This made the arrangement a little more interesting and unexpected.

5. When complete, trim your art to fit in the frame. Hang it as you’d like – or lean it on a shelf. I love how this piece
looks a little like water or the ocean.

For more information, visit:
http://www.grecodesigncompany.com/diy/easy-wall-art-ideas-chapter-ten-ombre-torn-paper/



ELEVEN: 3D Initial Art

I love initials. And I think we’ve all seen those initials in stores in 
different sizes, colors, materials and patterns. Here’s a way to take
those store-bought initials and make them into beautiful, unique
pieces of art.

MATERIALS:
• 3D initial - I had a hard time deciding between a wood one 

and a metal initial with a colored pattern.
• Two sheets of coordinating scrapbook paper. I fell in love with 

a navy and white quatrefoil pattern and it mirrored the pattern 
on the metal initial beautifully. Decision made!

• 11×14″ frame, or other size to fit your initial. Just be sure to 
leave about 3” of space around all edges of your initial.

• Glue gun
• Scissors & ruler
• Super 77 Spray Adhesive

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Since the scrapbook paper wasn’t big enough for the 11×14″
frame, I had to tape 2 pieces together. Be sure to tape the paper 
on the back side and line up the patterns so they look seamless.

2. Trim the paper to be the same size as the frame insert.

3. Glue the paper onto the backing of the frame with the Super 77 Spray Adhesive. This will make the piece 
more sturdy. 

4. Then, using hot glue, attach the initial onto the center of the paper/backing. I don’t usually measure for this, 
and just go with how it looks since typography can actually look off-center if measured perfectly.

5. Put the frame back together, discarding the glass and hang as you’d like. I’m hanging this one in a friend’s
basement that I’m redesigning so for now, I’m just leaning it on my bar area.

For more information, visit:
http://www.grecodesigncompany.com/diy/diy-framed-initial-art-cheap-easy/



TWELVE: Team Logo Art

I’m a big Red Sox fan. I remember listening to the games on the
radio during the summers out at our family’s pool. And there’s 
nothing better than going to Fenway Park to see a Red Sox game.
So I’m extra excited about this project today where you can paint
your favorite team’s logo onto a canvas. It’s a great addition to a
playroom or a child’s sports-theme bedroom, or as a gift for any
die-hard sports fan.

Even though I painted a Red Sox logo, this technique could be
used for ANY image you want to paint. A butterfly, a football, and
yes, even a Yankees logo. And it makes a great birthday party 
activity. If the kids are too young, you could do the tracing part and
let them have fun painting!

MATERIALS:
• An 8” x 8″ canvas - or any size canvas you choose
• Acrylic paint in your team’s colors
• Paint brushes and a pencil

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. First you’ll need to find your team’s logo. I found the Red Sox
logo online and printed it out at the size I needed (about 6 x 6″). 

2. Next, tape your printout onto a window (during the day time!) with the image FACING OUT and trace the outline
of your image with a pencil onto the BACK of the paper. This way the daylight shines through the window and acts
as a light box so you can see through the paper and trace it easily.

3. After all your lines are traced on the BACK of the paper, flip the paper over and place it onto your canvas where
you want it to go. Make sure the paper is right reading now and the pencil lines are on the back. Then, with your
pencil, rub all the areas on the front of the paper where the pencil lines were traced, transferring the pencil from
the back of the paper onto the canvas. The lines will be faint but serve as a good guide for painting!

4. Now it’s time to paint your creation! Using your acrylic paints, fill in the areas as indicated on your printout. I like
to paint the sides of the canvas too but you can leave them blank – or add a different color here for a framed look.

5. When you’re done painting, let it dry completely and lightly erase any pencil lines remaining. Now you can 
support your team’s by hanging your custom artwork. Go Sox!

For more information, visit:
http://www.grecodesigncompany.com/painting/diy-team-logo-artwork/



THIRTEEN: Inspirational Wood Sign

One of my favorite songs is You Are My Sunshine. This catchy tune
is a popular song first recorded back in 1939 and since then it has
become “one of the most commercially programmed numbers in
American popular music” according to Wikipedia. It’s such a sweet
message that obviously has stood the test of time. I had seen a
wood sign with these lyrics in a home design catalog going for
$300. Ugh. So I decided to make one myself and I saved over
$280. I made this knock-off for under $20.

MATERIALS:
• An old wood sign - I found mine at Michael’s for $16. Check the

discount sections of your favorite stores - they may have wood
signs you don’t like and you can refinish them.

• Paint for background and another color for type
• Sandpaper and/or electric sander
• Paint brushes and a pencil

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Sand the sign to give the wood a better surface for repainting.
You should do this even if you’re starting with bare wood.

2. Paint the background of the board. I used white acrylic paint and
it needed two coats. After it was dry, I sanded the board again to give it a little distressed look.

3. Print out your inspirational quote or song lyrics from your computer. I needed to tape my printouts together at a
size to fit my sign. I like how the type is laid out very simply without any punctuation.

4. Trace the outline of your letters on the BACK SIDE of the paper. I suggest taping the paper backwards on a
window so the light shines through it and it’s easier to trace.

5. Place the paper PENCIL SIDE DOWN (right reading) on your sign where you want it to go. Using your pencil,
rub the outline of the letters on the FRONT SIDE. This will transfer the pencil markings from the BACK SIDE of
the paper onto your wood sign. I lightly taped the paper onto the wood so it didn’t shift while I was transferring.

6. Paint your letters whatever color you choose. I used a dark gray and let the paint fully dry.

7. Lightly sand the entire board by hand so it has a vintage look. Hang your inspirational wood sign as you’d like! 

For more information, visit:
http://www.grecodesigncompany.com/diy/how-to-make-a-wood-sign-with-inspirational-type/



FOURTEEN: Cut Paper Type Art

I was in HomeGoods the other day and saw artwork with a polka
dot background and just the word swim on it in a whimsical 
handwritten font. It “spoke to me.” It was kitschy and sweet and
strong all at the same time. I’m not going crazy - this piece didn’t
really talk to me but it did hit a chord. “Swim” to me means being
strong, surviving and moving on. It also reminded me of Dori’s
sweet comment in the movie Nemo, “just keep swimming…” 
I wanted that artwork but I didn’t love the color and it was too big
for my space. So I created my own version to share with you.

MATERIALS:
• Frame - I used an old frame and updated it with spray paint
• Wrapping paper
• Color paper for type - I used 2 pieces of scrapbook paper
• Super Adhesive 77 spray mount
• Mod Podge decoupage glue
• Scissors and an X-acto knife

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. I removed the glass from an old 20” x 16″ brown frame and
spray painted it semi-gloss white. Now it’s ready for some new art!

2. Next, cut a piece of wrapping paper a little larger than your frame size. Using the Super Adhesive glue, adhere
the paper to the cardboard insert of the frame. Trim it down and smooth out any bubbles in the paper.

3. Find a font you like on your computer and print out your fun word. I used a font called Isabella. Since the final
word is larger than what my printer can handle, I just printed the word out in sections and taped it together.

4. Next, you’ll need to cut the word out of your contrasting paper. I taped my 2 pieces of scrapbook paper together
so they were long enough and then I taped my printout on top of the paper. Cut along the edges of the type with
your scissors. I used the X-acto knife in the smaller areas. 

5. Attach your paper cut out type to the wrapping paper background with the Super Adhesive spray mount.

6. Apply a generous coat of the decoupage glue over the entire art. This protects it and gives it a finished look.

7. Place the art in your frame and hang. Now you have meaningful art that may speak to you too! 

For more information, visit:
http://www.grecodesigncompany.com/diy/when-art-speaks-to-you-and-a-diy/



FIFTEEN: Faux Floral Initial

This DIY project originally started out as a Valentine’s Day 
decoration with red, pink and white flowers. But I really wanted
something that could last through any season or holiday, including
Valentine’s Day. These floral initials could also be used as a 
beautiful wedding decoration done in the couple’s initial. Or look 
so chic hanging in a girl’s bedroom. 

MATERIALS:
• A piece of cardboard - I used part of an old cardboard box.
• Scissors or an x-acto knife
• Glue gun
• Faux flowers - I bought 8 flower bunches at Michael’s which cost

about $12. I just sort of eyeballed how many flowers I needed and
got all different sizes and shapes. Tiny flowers are good to fill in
the gaps at the end.

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Draw your initial on the piece of cardboard. I printed my initial
from my computer and drew it freehand onto the cardboard. You
can also cut the initial out of the paper and use that as a template
too. You don’t need to be too fussy – the flowers will extend beyond
the edges of the form so it’s very forgiving. My initial is 12” x 15″.

2. Cut the initial out of the cardboard using scissors or an x-acto knife. I found the knife worked a little better.

3. Next, cut all the flowers off the stems leaving very little of the stems remaining.

4. Arrange the flowers on your initial to get a rough idea how they should look. I used my faux hydrangeas as the
main flowers and then spread out the more colorful flowers. Glue them down with your glue gun when you like
how they look.

5. Keep holding your initial up as you go so you can see how it looks and make any changes as needed. Be sure
to cover all the cardboard – even around to the edges and any bare spots. You want the flowers to be somewhat
crowded. The smaller flowers work well for filling in empty spots. I added a few of the leaves too.

6. Once you get it to how you like it, hang it with a ribbon on any hook, knob, etc. Or lean it on a shelf.

For more information, visit:
http://www.grecodesigncompany.com/diy/floral-initial-diy-valentines-decor/


